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Prisoners for Peace 

Again, for the fifth straight year, attention 
is being drawn to those who for religious, hu- 
manitarian, or other reasons are willing to 
sacrifice their freedom rather than join with, 
or sanction the preparation for war. The 
Christmas season is fitting for this in two spe- 
cial ways, for at this time thoughts are turned 
toward the ideal of peace on earth and, too, 
federal prisoners in our country at this season 
may receive greetings without restriction as 
tonumbers. (Normally they are officially lim- 
ited to seven correspondents. ) 

Under the sponsorship of pacifists and those 
interestedin civil liberties, December Ist has 
been setaside in many places as Prisoners for 
Peace Day. Sometimes this observance has 
taken the form of demonstrations or of letters 
to newspapers. Last year a plea was made to 
the United Nations to include recognition of 
conscientious objection to military service as 
a basic human right. 

The War Resisters' International, which has 
been the organizer of many of these activities, 
annually compiles a list of the persons current- 
ly imprisoned. This year the list contains 100 
individual names. In addition there are two 
camps or institutions where objectors are con- 
fined in Norway, in Holland, and in Denmark. 
Four of the individuals listed are in the Neth- 
erlands, six in Italy, and eighty in France. 
Ten persons are inUnited Statesprisons. This 
listing is admittedly only partial. One bright 
note is that in Australia (where conscription 
has ended) and in Great Britain (where con- 
scription is ending) there are no prisoners 
listed. 

Space does not permit giving the total list. 
For those whowish to send a greeting to these 


(Continued on page 3) 


Poor but Happy 


A young man doing alternative service ina 
hospital laundry has the following comment a- 
bout his work, which we think represents the 
best attitude toward alternative service: "My 
particular work at the laundry involves washirg 
all of the linenfor the hospital - approximately 
1800 pounds per day. In summation, the work 
is hard, the hours are long, the pay is poor, 
the people are wonderful and I'm very happy. "' 


English CO Released 


from Guardhouse 

On June 26th an English CO was arrested at 
a Royal Army Medical Corps unit for his re- 
fusal to wear a uniform or perform military 
service. Goeffrey Hutchinson, 23, of Ripley 
in Derbyshire, had decided not to present his 
claim as a conscientious objector in the usual 
fashion to a CO Tribunal. Rather, he chose to 
make his protestin the army camp at the time 
he was called for induction among men of his 
own age. 

A court-martial sentenced Hutchinson to 93 
days' detention, but after eight weeks' confine- 
ment a civilian tribunal ordered his discharge 
as aconscientious objector. Afterhis release, 
Hutchinson reviewed the experience and his un- 
orthodox approach, and came tothe conclusion 
that it was worth it. 

"Ignorance of pacifism,'' he writes in a 
"Peace News" account, "was shown often by 
such statements as ‘I thought conscientious 
objectionwas a religious denomination. ' I was 
often asked 'Are you a Quaker?' On hearing 
that I was Church of England, the questioner 
usually walked away with a baffled expression 
murmuring ‘But so am I, ' 

"TJ was with my fellow conscripts for two 
days before disobeying the order for whichI 
was charged. In those twodays I think a large 
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percentage of the 140 men in my intake knew 
what I was going to do and I hope I ‘succeeded 
in getting across to them an inkling of why I 
was doing it. I learned later that the news of 
what I was doing spread quickly throughout the 
camp of upwards of 1,000 men" 

Upon the recommendation of the tribunal, 
Hutchinson was released from his solidary 
confinement and allowed to sleep in a barracks 
room pending arrival of discharge papers, pro- 
vided he would not attempt to force his views 
on others. Force was far from necessary. 
When Hutchinson entered the dining hall he was 
greeted by many thumbs up signs and was ap- 
proached with questions and congratulations on 
all sides, One man told him that the whole 
camp had been behind him while he was in. the 
guardroom. 

Under British regulations, when mén diso- 
bey military orders or refuse service for rea- 
sons of conscientious objection and are subse- 
quently sentenced to three months' or more by 
court-martial, provision is made for appeal 
level CO tribunals to feview the case. If the 
tegistrant has previously registered a CO 
claim, the decision of the tribunal is manda- 
tory on service authorities. In cases where a 
CO claim has not been registered, the tribu- 
nal may review only by special concession, and 
their opinion is merely advisory. Tribunals 
may recommend discharge from the armed 
forces or transfer to non-combatant duties. 


Lawyers Bar Draft Violator 


In a 6-3 decision, the Washington State Su- 
preme-Court held on September 29, that Rob- 
ert Boland Brooks is not entitled to practice 
law in Washington. Brooks, a conscientious 
objector during World War II, had received CO 
recognition but refused to report toa CPS camp 
in Colorado and was sentenced to three years 
in federal prison. 

The opinion written by Judge Joseph A. 
Mallery upheld the board of governors of the 
state bar association which denied permission 
to take the state bar exam, maintaining that 


Brooks was not of good moral character. A 
dissenting opinion written by Judge Matthew W. 
Hill contended that choosing prison in prefer- 
ence to either military service or service ina 
conscientious objector camp did not mean that 
Brooks was not of good moral character. 


News Briefs 

Twenty years ago last month, on October 16, 
16 million American men between the ages of 
21 and 35 went toplaces of registration to ful- 
fill their obligation under the first peacetime 
conscription law inthis country. At the end of 
the month the dramatic lottery was held in 
Washington to determine the order in which 
those registered would be considered for se- 
lection.- 

* % %e 

A compilation of laws relating to Selective 
Service has beendone by Gilman G. Udell, Su- 
perintendent of the Document Room of the House 
of Representatives. Entitled ''The Selective 
Service Act as Amended," the publication is 
available from the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. The price is 45 cents. 
Contained in the publicationare 47 laws on Se- 
lective Service passed by the 65th through the 
86th Congresses, covering a period of 42 years. 

* x a 

A 21-year-old British serviceman, Timothy 
Dorgan of Dagenham, Essex, was court-mar- 
tialedin Lincoln recently for going absent with- 
out leave in protest against the Government's 
nuclear defense policy. Absent from Septem- 
ber 1959 to August of this year, he took part 
in several marches in the Campaignfor Nucle- 
ar Disarmament, The court-martial sentenced 
him to 9 months' detention. 

* * * 

A Friend who spent several years in Civil- 
ian Public Service during World War Il, Dr. 
Richard Ricklefs, was the subject of the nation- 
al television program ''This Is Your Life" on 
Sunday, October 9. Dr. Ricklefs serves a 
remote area of over 2,000 square miles in 
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Hoopa Indian country. The American Medical 

Association "News" reported that TV viewers 

had sent in over $80, 000 incontributions for a 

16-bed hospital to be builtat Hoopa, California. 
* * * 

Two different sources indicate a mounting 
African concern about the role of the military 
in their emerging nations. Henry Hostetter, 
visiting in Africa on behalf of the Mennonite 
Central Committee Peace Section and several 
mission boards, reports increasing interest in 
Christian pacifism among church members 
there. Countries he has visitedinclude North- 
ern and Southern Rhodesia, the Congo, Ghana 
and Nigeria. 

The Triennial Report of the War Resisters' 
International states that since 1958, 400 per- 
sons have taken membership in the WRI in Ni- 
geria. The majority of these members are 
from the Eastern Region of Nigeria. 

* * * 

In a book issued to Army non-coms, there 
is an item telling how to bring men together 
who have quarreled, It's delightfully simple - 
just put both to washing the same window - one 
inside, and the other outside. Looking at each 
other they soon have to laugh, and the quarrel 
is forgotten. 

x 2% % 

British Army publicity recently announced 
that a Mansfield soldier was enjoying Service 
life so much thathe had signed onfor 22 years. 
When this news reached the soldier he com- 
mented: "I hate the Army as an institution, " 


Correction 


In connection with the news item on the mail- 
ing to high school students and the report on 
ensuing developments a wrong address was giv- 
en on page three of the October issue, The 
correct address of the Washington Young 
Friends is 2111 Florida Ave., N.W., Wash- 
ington 8, D.C. (not 211 Florida Ave.). "Chal- 
lenge to Complacency, '"' the title of the report, 
and the price of 25 cents are both correct. 


Prisoners for Peace, Contd 


men who have resolutely sacrificed their free- 
dom of body for a free conscience, we publish 
the names and addresses. The following men 
are in prison for draft law violations: 

Levi Hershberger, David W. Miller, Daniel 
N. Swartzentruber, Eli J. Miller and Benja- 
min C. ‘Yoder, Federal Prison Camp, Allen- 
wood, Pennsylvania. 


Hubert Dexine Sprinkle, 620B, Forest St., 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 

Robert E. McGrath, Federal Correctional 
Institution, Sandstone, Minnesota. 

Also at Sandstone are Hiram Holdridge, Jr. , 
Larry Shumm, and Neil Haworthwhowere sen- 
tenced for their civil disobedience at a missile 
base near Qmaha, Nebraska, last year. 

For those who sendcards thereis a caution. 
They should show the sender's name and ad- 


dress, but personal messages may not be in- 
cluded. 


Draft of Doctors Threatened 


The Defense Department recently threaten- 
ed a draft of physicians unless more interns 
volunteer for reserve commissions and a two- 
year tour of active duty. It was disclosed that 
letters went to 4,500 interns who are to com- 
plete their training next June. They were 
warned: ''We will not hesitate to ask for a Se- 
lective Service call-up of approximately 650 
physicians early next year if sufficient num- 
bers of this year's interns do not volunteer... ."' 

Provision for drafting physicians and den- 
tists now is included in the general draft law, 
though until mid-1957 it had been a separate 
law commonly known as the "Doctors Drait"’ 
law. Doctors have not, however, been draft- 
ed since February 1957, though there have been 
occasional indications that a draft might be 
used to fill the needs. Thus far, this has been 
adequate in stimulating enlistments. Each 
year 1,700 interns are asked from a pool of 
more than 7,000 graduates. Applications for 
reserve commissions this year have been about 
700 behind last year. In the light of the re- 
cent decision to check the number of military 
dependents abroad, theré is some speculation 
that enlistments among men with families may 
further decrease. 

This whole situation is of interest to doc- 
tors who are conscientious objectors because 
they may expect tobe drafted only if the needs 
of the Armed Forces for doctors are not met 
through the "volunteer" program. If a call for 
doctors were to be given, the "order of call" 
would be the same as for other registrants. 
That is, those liable first are delinquents and 
any who have volunteered, then registrants 
who are not fathers and are under the age of 
26, then fathers under the age of 26. If these 
categories are exhausted, persons who have 
passed their 26th birthday and have hada defer- 
ment (extending their liability to age 35) are to 





be called, beginning with the youngest and 
working up, until the call is filled. 

At this point itis still quite uncertain wheth- 
er there will actually be a draft. The doctors 
needed by the Defense Departmentare to be in 
service by July 1, and itis entirely possible 
that the recent early threat will produce ade- 
quate enlistments. It has generally been as- 
sumed that conscription measures, by their 
threat, cause more men to enlist than are ac- 
tually raised throughdraftcalls. The fact that 
doctors have not been drafted in recent years 
seems to confirm this assumption. 


I-W’s Serve in Chile and Congo 


Young men doing alternative service are in 
two areas which in this past year received the 
attention of the world, because of natural dis- 
aster and political turmoil - Chile and the 
Congo. In both instances, the men happén to be 
working under Mennonite auspices. 

Working in the coastal town of Tolten, Chile, 
along with 3 Paraguayan Mennonites, is Marvin 
Klaassen of Mountain Lake, Minn. Severely 
damaged by the earthquake and tidal wave of 
May 21 and 22, the town must now be moved to 
higher ground. A church is being dismantled 
and rebuilt. Later they may build houses. 


In the Congo, two Paxmenare working at the 


Union Mission Home in connection with efforts 
by several Protestant groups to provide a co- 
ordinated relief program, Along with the forced 
exodus of foreigners, anumber of I-W's left the 
Congo, but they have been assigned elsewhere. 


Some Men to be Reexamined 


Registrants whose preinduction physical 
examinations are more than 1 year old at the 


time they are scheduled for induction are to 
receive a second preinduction examination be- 
fore they are ordered to report for induction. 
The Director of Selective Service set forth this 
policy in a recent letter to State Directors. 

The purpose of the measure is to cut down 
on the number of instances where a registrant 
has quit his job, sold property, and cut other 
ties, and then is rejected on induction physical 
examination. 

The intention of this policyis not that every 
registrant whose examination is more than a 
year old immediately be called for another 
examination. The additional exam will be or- 
dered only when induction is imminent. 


Work Agency List Revised 


Young men preparing for entry into alterna- 
tive service, either through draft call or by 
volunteering, will be interested in the revised 
work agency list if they are not yet certain of 
the type of work they wish to door the area in 
which they wish to seek employment. The list 
shows agencies approved for the employment 
of conscientious objectors in civilian work of 
national health, safety or interest. The last 
prior revision was made in 1957. 

A list of the.""approved agencies" in each 
state is given, and in the case of organizations 
of national scope suchas churchagencies, there 
is given either a listing of the projects, or a 
statement of the types of employment available 
within the organization. In all cases, the full 
address of agencies is given so that application 
for employment oringuiry about terms of em- 
ployment may be made. 

A copy of this 75-page mimeographed list is 
available from the NSBRO for 40 cents. 
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